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Division 70:  South West Development Commission, $7 053 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr N.R. Marlborough, Minister for Peel and the South West. 

Mr D. Punch, Chief Executive Officer. 

Ms V. Cartwright, Chief Finance Officer. 

Mr A. Jones, Policy Adviser, Office of the Minister for Peel and the South West. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  My first question relates to page 1197 of the Budget Statements.  Under the heading 
“Investing in Infrastructure and Place”, the first dot point refers to assisting in the development of the south west 
water plan.  Has the South West Development Commission made a submission about taking 45 gigalitres from 
the Yarragadee aquifer, and the possible effects of that on the south west; and, if not, why not?  As the 
commission has been involved in the development of the south west water plan, can the minister give me an 
indication of what the design capacity of the proposed bores and the pipeline to Perth will be?  On that same 
point, the fourth dot point on page 1196 under “Investing in Knowledge, Enterprise and Innovation” states that a 
review of the Scott River plain management plan was undertaken in 2005-06.  What conclusions were reached 
about what the environmental impacts of the Yarragadee proposal might be? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I can understand the thrust of the question.  However, we are really peripheral 
players in this - I will hand over to Mr Punch shortly - in the sense that the South West Development 
Commission has made a submission to the appropriate authorities that are looking at Yarragadee.  In our 
submission we raised matters that we believe should be raised and considered regarding Yarragadee and taking 
water from the Yarragadee aquifer. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Can the minister possibly outline the thrust of the submission? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  No, I cannot, but I am sure Mr Punch can. 

Mr D. Punch:  The submission covers two issues.  It covers the distributional implications of the Yarragadee for 
the south west.  The board of the South West Development Commission was pleased with the potential 
implications for distribution, particularly in the line through to Boyup Brook.  It identified a number of areas 
with environmental issues, and more clarification is being sought from the proponent. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I prefaced the question by referring to the capacity of the pipeline.  As the commission 
is involved in the development of the plan, can the minister give me an indication - 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  We do not have that sort of detail.  I will have to provide that by of 
supplementary information. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Can the minister please give the detail of the supplementary information that he will 
supply? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The detail of the supplementary information - 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The question is: as the SWDC has been involved in assisting with the development of 
the south west water plan, can it please advise me what is the design capacity of the bores and the pipeline that is 
proposed to take water from the Yarragadee aquifer to Perth?  That is the supplementary question. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Is the minister agreeing to provide that information? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The plan has not been developed yet.  Therefore, I am not sure of the status of 
the detailed information that the member wants.  I do not want to mislead him.  If the information is available, I 
am more than happy to provide it.  However, my understanding is that the plans have not been developed to that 
stage at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I need to know what supplementary information will be provided because I must give it a 
number. 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I am happy to provide supplementary information, but I do not want to mislead 
the member for Bunbury. 

[Supplementary Information No B6.] 

[4.40 pm] 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The information may not yet be available.  
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Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am asking the question on the premise that the minister has been involved in assisting 
with the development of the plan.  In addition, a few million dollars have already been invested in environmental 
studies, and approximately $5 million have been spent this year on the Yarragadee.  I assume that the studies 
have been done into a possible drawing of 45 gigalitres of water from the south west.   

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I will provide all the information that I can but the member will then need to 
make a decision.  What is his view at the moment; does he support the project? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I have not yet received an answer to the fourth part of my question about the review of 
the Scott River plains management and what conclusions were reached after the investigation was done into the 
possible impacts that Yarragadee will have on that.  I refer to the fourth dot point under the heading “Investing in 
Knowledge, Enterprise and Innovation” on page 1196.  

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I will attempt to answer that, and I may call on Mr Punch for further 
information.  We have been involved with a preliminary review undertaken jointly with the Department of 
Agriculture.  That is going forward as a proposal looking at options for a funded review through the South West 
Catchment Council, as the study is concerned with acid sulfate soil management. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I refer to the fifth dot point on page 1195, which is facilitated completion of the regional 
electronic library.  That sounds really intriguing, and I would like more information about it.  

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  If it works well in Bunbury, I am sure we will be looking at making sure that it 
works well elsewhere!  This was an election commitment.  The electronic library incorporates a number of south 
west libraries.  As a result of improved access to catalogues as well as to online news, magazines and research 
reports, the electronic library won an information technology award earlier this year, covering the whole of the 
state.  The other part of the project is a $1.5 million contribution to the building of a new library in Bunbury 
which is due to be completed in December 2008.  We will invite the member for Bunbury to the opening. 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I refer to the significant issues and trends listed on page 1193.  I note that the South West 
Development Commission has identified an ageing demographic in the south west.  The south west is not 
particularly unique in recognising this demographic trend.  My electorate is ageing, as are other communities 
around the state.  Is the South West Development Commission implementing any particular strategies to develop 
aged accommodation facilities, either funded by the state government or in partnership with the private sector or 
the federal government?  I want to know about them so that we can copy them elsewhere. 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The Department of Housing and Works advises that construction tenders will be 
advertised on Wednesday, 7 June 2006 for seniors’ units that have been requested in the Brunswick area.  The 
government is committed at the moment to assisting with that strategy, to the tune of $110 000.  The contract 
opening on 7 June will close on 27 June.  It will be advertised in The West Australian and the South Western 
Times to enhance the attraction for local builders.  The south west suffers from the same problem as the 
metropolitan area - builders cannot be found to complete projects in time and there are massive waiting lists.  
Dale Alcock was telling me the other day that he has stopped building houses in Margaret River because he 
simply cannot guarantee to get the builders there to carry out the work.  The successful contractor is expected to 
be appointed on Friday, 4 August, although this is dependent on the financial assessment and due diligence 
required for the recommended building contract.  With the current building climate in the region, it is anticipated 
that construction will take somewhere between 14 months and two years.  In Brunswick there are particular land 
problems that have to be sorted out, such as the high watertable and soil conditions.  This is only a small answer 
to a growing problem, and I am sure the problem is the same in the member’s electorate.  This project will 
provide eight units, and enable people to remain in their home town close to family and friends for longer.   

This is a good question, and this is an area on which the government must spend a lot more time.  The problem 
facing many regions of declining population does not apply to the south west.  Quite the opposite is happening.  
This is the largest regional growth area in Australia.  It has a mixture of young and aged people.  Like any other 
area of Australia, as the population ages we need to be looking at the provision of more services, particularly 
housing, for the elderly.  It is an area to which we must give a lot more consideration and somehow find the 
resources and the initiatives to help the private sector as well as the government to put these projects in place, so 
that we can look after our mums and dads.  Mr Punch has just pointed out that one of the dot points on page 1197 
under the heading “Investing in People” refers to initiating a review of the region’s capacity to provide aged care 
units.  I think the evidence is clearly there already, and that it does not need much looking at.  There is demand 
all over the place and we must either find the resources within the government, or enter into partnerships with 
the private sector.  Throughout Australia, the private sector is recognising that it can actually make money from 
delivering rental accommodation to people on welfare, because a guaranteed weekly return is built into the 
process from welfare payments.  Arrangements can be made to take the money at source, straight out of the 
budget.  Industries are now looking at building aged care facilities, simply based on returning a percentage of the 
welfare payments for rental accommodation.  High-quality accommodation has been built.  
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Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am glad the member for Swan Hills asked that question because it made me rejig 
another question I was about to ask in the same area.  The population of the south west has increased by 17 per 
cent over the past decade, and it has a $6.8 billion economy that has grown at 7.9 per cent per annum over the 
past five years.  Referring to housing shortages, a block of land on the corner of Washington Avenue and Bussell 
Highway in Bunbury is owned by the Department of Housing and Works.  A private company was negotiating to 
buy the land and had just about concluded the deal when the Department of Housing and Works withdrew the 
land, citing market conditions.  I agree with the minister’s sentiments.  Obviously, the South West Development 
Commission has a real role to play in the south west looking at housing strategy and housing shortages.  What 
influence can the South West Development Commission have?  What does it do in terms of working with the 
Department of Housing and Works to bring that land onto the market?  There is a big area of land there.  This 
document refers to affordable housing, and this question is about aged accommodation.   

The Department of Housing and Works has taken the land off the market.  They know that there is a waiting 
time of four years in Bunbury for public housing.  What pressure has the South West Development Commission 
applied?  What will it do to bring more land on to the market as soon as possible? 
[4.50 pm] 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  Those are good questions because they allow me to look somewhat into my 
crystal ball.  We have very little knowledge of the specific piece of land.  We do not know what processes the 
Department of Housing and Works has entered into.  I will talk a little about what we do to influence things.  
Part of the problem I have faced as a minister is that the Regional Development Commissions Act took away 
from the south west the ability for that region to be far more progressive in the role it plays in planning the future 
of the south west.  How did that happen?  Under Hendy Cowan, the ability of the south west to be involved in 
planning and to own and acquire land was taken away.   

I have looked very closely at what we need to do for the South West Development Commission so it can be 
relevant today to an area that the member has described as growing by 18 per cent a year.  It really can play a 
significant role.  I believe that it is the key government department to play that role.  Why is that so?  It is not 
because it is under my ministerial umbrella.  It is because it is the department in the south west that allows the 
decision-making process to be driven within the south west.  We are looking at a model today in which the 
problems faced in the south west - whether they be in health, transport, wharves and harbours or town planning - 
can have the best decisions made about them by people in the south west.  People need to feel ownership of local 
issues.  The way to do that is to have a government process that works within the region and involves people 
closely from day one.   
The South West Development Commission does an excellent job, as does the Peel Development Commission, 
with the resources it has.  I do not think it has enough resources.  I am not referring in the physical sense to 
money.  We have a real problem with the act.  The act was denuded under Hendy Cowan.  I have been in politics 
for 20 years and I remember him before the election of the Court government saying that he would close all the 
regional centres because he saw them as the last vestige of Labor in his heartland.  He saw them as a political 
tool of government - of Labor and set up by Burke.  He was going to close them.  Within four weeks of getting 
into office - he is a smart politician - he went to regions such as Bunbury.  The local authorities - probably under 
the leadership of the member as mayor - said that he could not do that to them.  They told him that, in a 
department of 26 people, he could not take away four planners, two economists and three youth officers - 
whatever was the mix - because the local government authority could not afford that sort of expertise in the 
town.  They asked him to leave them in place.  He got that message quickly.  In leaving them there, he changed 
the act and took away a lot of the powers that should be in the development commission’s hands.  The local 
government authorities should be better able to plan for the area because they better understand the needs.  As 
such, they can grow and develop together.  In terms of an answer, it is the way I am heading.  I will visit local 
members, regardless of which side of politics they are from, so that they can assist me with that sort of outcome; 
that is, achieving the best for the south west. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to the line item of grants and subsidies under “Expenses” at page 1199.  The 
estimated actual for 2005-06 is $3.282 million and for 2006-07 it is $3.042 million.  For 2009-10 it is reduced to 
$100 000.  Why is there such a decrease in grants and subsidies? 
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  That is a classic pattern of what happens with the south west.  Predominantly, 
those fluctuations are due to capital works at any one time and the position of those capital works.  I can assure 
the member that it is not the case of less money going to the area.  It usually reflects work in progress.  I will ask 
Mr Punch to go into more detail. 
Mr D. Punch:  The figure of $3.282 million includes work for the Bunbury Back Beach for 2005-06.  It also 
includes expenditure for the Western Five Lake project.  Current estimates include funding for Bunbury Back 
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Beach coastal enhancement and the finalisation of the project.  There is some lumpiness in our capital works.  It 
varies from budget to budget depending on the particular works that might be undertaken in a particular year. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It changes from year to year? 

Mr D. Punch:  It will.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Is the detail that Mr Punch referred to part of the footnote referring to the controlled grants 
and subsidies table for further information, which is to be found at page 1202? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  Yes, it is. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Is there an amount of $2 million for capital development for the Back Beach and one grant 
this year? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  There is $2 million this year and $600 000 in the following budget.  That is an 
ongoing program.  I am sure that the member for Bunbury is aware of it.  It is an excellent program but, if 
anything, it has taken too long.  The provision of $2.6 million over the next two years will finish it off.  People 
who can remember the Back Beach will remember how it was devastated by storms and can compare that with 
how it looks today.  They would have to agree that it is a significant improvement.  It is already attracting new 
developments.  In fact, I understand that one of the developments as a result of the Back Beach enhancement is 
the redevelopment of the Welcome Inn site.  If that goes ahead, it will be $80 million worth of investment.  It 
will provide for a new hotel, which is much needed in Bunbury.  The old Quality Hotel Lord Forrest is looking a 
bit tattered.   

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  I will ask my question now but I am happy to receive supplementary information on it 
later.  I refer to the dot points under “Investing in People” at page 1197.  The fifth dot point refers to opening 
Lake Kepwari in Collie for public recreational activity.  What other activities are being developed?  I understand 
that Collie has more recreation and leisure facilities than most other places.  I would like a run-down of what the 
town is getting. 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I am happy to provide that information by way of supplementary information.  I 
will provide to the member for Kimberley an outline of community facilities, particularly for recreational 
purposes, that are available to the Collie region. 

[Supplementary Information No B7.] 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to the completed works listed at page 1198.  There is reference to the capping of 
the Koombana Bay groyne at a total cost of $30 000.  I know there has been a change recently.  Is money still 
available for the project; and, if so, where is it listed as there is no budget allocation for 2006-07? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The line item in the budget is $30 000.  The state government’s commitment is 
$200 000.  We are committed to $200 000, of which $30 000 is in the budget.  It is under capital works.  I will 
give a breakdown of where the money is coming from: $20 000 from the South West Development Commission; 
$30 000 from capital works funding; $50 000 from the Department for Planning and Infrastructure budget; and 
$100 000 from the Department of Local Government and Regional Development budget.  Those amounts total 
$200 000.   

The CHAIRMAN:  The time allocated to this division has lapsed.  I will put the question.   

The appropriation was recommended.   
Committee adjourned at 5.00 pm 

__________ 
 


